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����    Introduction   ����  
 
This is a regional and county Economic Impact of Tourism report prepared using Northern New 
York, regional, and county-specific data from the 2003 Economic Impact of Expenditures By 
Tourists On Northern New York State study, prepared for the Northern New York Travel and 
Tourism Research Center by consultant, Davidson-Peterson Associates, in April 2004.  This report 
covers calendar year 2003. 
 
The purpose of the study is to measure the economic benefits derived by Northern New York 
residents and governments from the dollars spent in the region by tourists.  These economic benefits 
include: 
 

·  Total expenditures made by visitors; 
·  Number of full-time equivalent jobs supported by these expenditures; 
·  Wages, salar ies and propr ietary income earned by area residents; and 
·  State and local government revenues generated. 

 
The estimates of economic impact developed from these procedures and analyzed in this report can 
be used to document the importance of tourism as a key segment of Northern New York’s economy, 
to underscore the need to continue to support the expenditure of time, effort and dollars to support 
tourism growth, and to track the results of Northern New York’s tourism marketing efforts. 
 
The basic procedure employed in this project is the T-MAP-I economic impact model.  Davidson-
Peterson Associates first employed this procedure in 1985 for the state of Georgia.  Since then, it 
has been used to estimate tourist expenditures in states and regions throughout the United States. 
 
����  What is Economic Impact? 
 

Economic impact begins when a visitor to an area spends any amount of money on any product or 
service in that area.  The direct recipients of visitor expenditures use these dollars to earn income, 
pay wages, and pay taxes, thus creating a direct impact on the local economy.  But the benefits to 
the local economy extend beyond the direct impact of these dollars.  Visitor expenditures create a 
chain effect.  When businesses and their employees spend their income in the state, they create an 
indirect impact by supporting additional jobs, wages, salaries, proprietary income and tax 
revenues.  The sum of direct and indirect impact equals the total economic impact of tourist 
expenditures. 
 
����  What is a Tourist? 
 

For the purposes of this study, a tourist is anyone who visits an area while traveling outside of his or 
her normal routine and spends money.  They may be motivated to travel by pleasure, personal, or 
business reasons or some combination of reasons.  If someone remains in an area for more than 30 
days, they cease being a tourist.  If they are staying in accommodations contracted for more than a 
30-day period (construction workers, for example), they are not classified as a tourist.  Seasonal 
and/or second home owners are not considered tourists in this study. 
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����  Methodology 
 
The Northern New York Travel and Tourism Research Center selected Davidson-Peterson 
Associates to conduct this study because of the consultant’s “bottom-up” method of analyzing 
economic impact.  This is in contrast to the more traditional method of “ top-down” measurement, 
which looks at receipts of selected businesses. 
 
“Top-down” or industry receipts-based measures assume that an industry is composed of a set of 
businesses that are clearly designated by customary North American Industry Classification 
(NAICS) codes.  For most industries this works well.  However, when applied to tourism, this 
method tends to underestimate the economic impact, in part because businesses are not able to 
separate tourist expenditures from resident expenditures.  Tourism is not a typical industry and 
cannot be accurately represented by a few NAICS-classified businesses.  Tourism is the movement 
of people into an area for a brief period of time.  Its economic impact begins with the sum of every 
dollar visitors spend on lodging, retail purchases, gas, food, entertainment, and any other goods or 
services people buy.  The “bottom-up” procedure used by Davidson-Peterson Associates is based on 
all tourist expenditures in all industries. 
 
In this study: 

·  Sales tax data or industry receipts are not employed; 
·  Measurements begin with every dollar tourists spend; 
·  North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes are not used; 
·  Tourists define where they spend money. 

 
����  Data Collection and Analysis 
 

Three different data collection surveys were employed: 
 

1) Seasonal Survey of Paid Lodging Business Activity 
Except for New York State campgrounds, every property in the lodging inventory provided by 
the Northern New York Travel and Tourism Research Center was contacted and asked to 
complete a questionnaire by phone.  Those who did not participate by phone were asked to 
complete the survey via mail or fax.  Properties were called on the basis of whether they were 
open year-round or seasonally.  Year-round properties were called twice, starting in August 
2003 and in January 2004.  Seasonal properties were called once, starting in October 2003.  A 
total of 1,151 surveys were conducted: 664 seasonal properties and 487 year-round properties. 
 
For New York State campgrounds, the Tourism Research Center provided the number of sites, 
dates each campground was open and total number of 2003 visitors.  Using those figures, the 
consultant calculated the New York State campground expenditures. 
 
2) Resident Survey 
To determine the number of visiting friends and relatives in Northern New York, telephone 
interviews were conducted with a random sample of households.  Data from these surveys was 
projected to the total household population of Northern New York on a county by county basis.  
A total of 411 resident surveys were completed in 2003. 
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3) Visitor  Expenditure Survey 
To represent the proportion of tourist expenditures spent on specific types of goods and services, 
visitors were surveyed on-site while in Northern New York.  The visitor expenditure ratios 
obtained from the on-site interviews were applied to derive the total expenditures by category.  
A total of 1,096 visitor expenditure surveys were completed throughout 2003 and in early 2004 
at more than 60 sites across Northern New York State. 
 

����  Analysis 
 

Room and campsite rates and occupancy were used to estimate the total expenditures at 
accommodation facilities.  The visitor expenditure ratios are applied to this figure to derive the total 
tourist expenditures by those staying in each accommodation category. 

 
A special inter-industry model constructed specifically for northern New York State utilizes the 
total tourism expenditures to determine estimates of employment, income, and government revenue 
impacts of tourist expenditures on each individual county.  The data for these counties were then 
summarized to estimate the impacts on Northern New York, the Adirondack region, and the 
Thousand Islands region. 

 
This report includes lodging data, visitor expenditure data, and economic impact data for Northern 
New York as a whole, for the Adirondack region, for the Thousand Islands region, and for Franklin 
County. 
 
 

����    Executive Summary   ����  
Nor thern New York 

 
The 2003 Economic Impact of Expenditures by Tourists on Northern New York State study covers 
the Adirondack Region counties of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, Herkimer, Lewis and 
Warren, and the Thousand Islands/Seaway Region counties of Jefferson, Oswego and St. Lawrence.  
The results are expressed by Northern New York as a whole, by each region, and by county.  This 
summary covers the Northern New York results. 
 
����  Expenditures/Lodging 
 
There were an estimated 4.996 million overnight person visits to Northern New York in 2003.  A 
person visit is one person staying overnight in one place.  The total person visits number includes 
repeat visitors and visitors who might have stayed in more than one place.  About 43% of the 
overnight visitors stayed in a hotel, motel or resort; 26% stayed in campgrounds; 24% stayed with 
friends or relatives; and 7% stayed in a cabin, cottage or condominium.  The majority of all trips 
were for pleasure. 
 
The overall average daily room rate paid by visitors staying in a hotel, motel or resort was $89.21 
and the average occupancy was 52%, although both figures vary with the season, as illustrated in 
the accompanying charts.  Both rates and occupancy for all categories of lodging are higher during 
the summer months.  The average party size for those staying in a hotel, motel or resort was 2.3 
people and the average length of stay was 2.4 nights.  More than half of the visitors (58%) were 
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Northern New York State

Hotels/Motels/
Resorts

2.137 million
43%

Campgrounds
1.315 million

26%

Cabins/Cottages
0.333 million

7%

Friends and 
Relatives million

1.210
24%

Overnight Person Visits

*  Person Visits:  One person making one stay in one accommodation.

4.996 Million

from New York State, with 32% from other states and 8% from Canada.  Occupancy and visitor 
party information for those staying in cabins/cottages and campgrounds can also be found in the 
accompanying charts.   
 
Both overnight and day-only visitors spent a total of $1.57 billion in Northern New York in 2003.  
Overall, they spent the most on recreation (28%), followed by food (25%), shopping (21%), lodging 
(17%) and transportation (9%). 
 
The average per-person, per-day expenditure of the Northern New York visitor was $116.95 for 
those staying at a hotel, motel or resort; $82.22 for those staying in a cabin or cottage; $72.86 for 
those staying with friends or relatives; $62.24 for campground guests; and $29.64 for day-trippers.  
Visitors spent the most money (71% of the total) during the summer months, defined in this study 
as May through September.  Another 16% was spent during the fall months 13% of the total was 
spent during the winter months.  
 
����  Economic Impact 
 
The estimated economic impact of the visitor expenditures is measured in four ways: by the number 
of full-time equivalent jobs supported; the amount of wages, salaries and proprietary income 
generated; state government revenues generated; and local government revenues generated.  
 
For all of Northern New York, an estimated 35,000 jobs were supported by both direct and indirect 
tourist expenditures in 2003.  Wages and salaries earned by residents, as well as income earned by 
business owners due to tourist expenditures, were estimated to total $662.8 million in 2003.  Visitor 
expenditures throughout Northern New York are estimated to have generated almost $115 million 
in state government revenues and almost $150 million in local government revenues.  Government 
revenues include items such as sales taxes, occupancy taxes, licenses, fees, and income taxes on 
dollars earned by people whose work is supported by tourism. 
 
Without tourism expenditures in 2003, overall unemployment in Northern New York would have 
increased to 23% and local resident taxes would have increased an estimated $505 per household in 
order to maintain government services at current levels. 
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Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 

 
 
 
 

 
Hotels/Motels/Resorts Lodging 

 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

604 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

14,504 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$89.21 $80.16 $100.04 $73.67 

Average occupancy rate 
 

52% 42% 60% 45% 

Available roomnights (millions) 4,134,461 1,071,154 2,105,605 957,702 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

2,132,168 447,331 1,253,190 431,647 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 2.32 2.06 2.54 2.16 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

2.40 2.00 2.70 2.24 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    71%    64%    76%    68% 
Business 24 29 20 26 
Meetings 
 

6 7 5 6 

Guest Origin     
New York    58%    59%    57%    58% 
Out of State 42 41 43 43 
     U.S. 32 30 32 36 
     Canada 8 8 8 6 
     Other foreign 2 3 3 1 
     

 
 
 

Northern New York 



 
              Northern New York Travel and Tourism Research Center  
                

8 

 
 
 

Cabins/Cottages/Condominiums Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

347 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

3,101 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$115.56 $133.00 $112.11 $116.49 

Average occupancy rate 
 

52% 34% 59% 42% 

Available roomnights (millions) 653,436 102,155 436,310 114,971 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

341,444 35,040 258,497 47,907 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.63 3.36 3.79 3.25 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

3.93 2.50 4.59 2.53 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    98%    97%    99%    98% 
Business 1 3 1 2 
Meetings 
 

* * * * 

Guest Origin     
New York    61%    61%    62%    59% 
Out of State 39 39 38 41 
     U.S. 35 35 34 36 
     Canada 3 3 3 4 
     Other foreign 1 1 1 1 
     

 
 
 

Northern New York 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Campgrounds Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

200 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

21,628 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$20.01 $20.98 $19.91 $20.43 

Average occupancy rate 
 

43% 15% 44% 39% 

Available roomnights (millions) 3,041,502 132,737 2,568,458 340,307 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

1,293,963 19,729 1,141,985 132,249 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.30 2.08 3.50 2.85 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

3.48 1.62 3.78 2.79 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    100%    100%    100%    100% 
Business -- -- -- -- 
Meetings 
 

-- -- -- -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    54%    61%    55%    42% 
Out of State 46 39 45 58 
     U.S. 34 25 33 47 
     Canada 11 14 11 10 
     Other foreign 1 -- 1 1 
     

 
 
 

Northern New York 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 
By Category of Expenditure and 

Accommodation Used 
($ Millions) 

 
 

         * Paid Accommodations *         * No Lodging Expense * 
 Hotels/ 

Motels/ 
Resorts 

Cabins/ 
Cottages 

Camp-
grounds 

Visiting 
Friends/ 

Relatives 

 
Day 
Trip 

 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$207.41 $29.93 $83.13 $51.52 $16.35 $388.34 

Shopping $165.70 $28.73 $86.08 $30.63 $18.38 $329.51 
   General 59.82 12.22 21.63 10.95 9.83 114.45 
   Tourist 
 

105.88 16.51 64.45 19.68 8.55 215.06 

Recreation $200.49 $42.87 $108.30 $64.55 $22.14 $438.35 
     Liquor  26.28 4.98 7.76 10.92 1.04 50.98 
     Historic  16.44 4.64 14.11 6.57 1.42 43.17 
     Sightseeing 36.63 7.90 35.17 6.45 8.50 94.64 
     Event fees 36.38 2.86 15.53 13.75 2.42 70.93 
     Sport fees  54.15 18.08 28.01 14.20 6.20 120.63 
     Cultural 1.17 0.41 0.92 1.63 0.01 4.15 
     Evening entertainment 5.59 1.05 0.82 3.50 0.52 11.48 
     Licenses 19.44 1.34 3.90 4.67 1.05 30.39 
     Sweepstakes 
 

1.33 0.37 2.09 1.31 0.21 5.31 

Other 
 

$3.09 $1.25 -- $1.55 $0.78 $6.67 

Lodging 
 

$201.66 $42.12 $27.16 -- -- $270.93 

Ground transportation 
 

$59.07 $8.52 $49.84 $21.77 $5.58 $144.78 

Total 2003 $834.33 $152.17 $354.51 $168.46 $62.45 $1,571.92 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern New York 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
 
Other lodging includes borrowed accommodations, boat slips, and other lodging. 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 

By Season 
($ Millions) 

 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$52.01 $272.42 $63.91 $388.34 

Shopping $41.52 $236.53 $51.46 $329.51 
   General 15.47 80.68 18.29 114.45 
   Tourist 
 

26.05 155.85 33.16 215.06 

Recreation $55.48 $310.87 $72.00 $438.35 
     Liquor  7.23 34.62 9.13 50.98 
     Historic  4.91 31.33 6.93 43.17 
     Sightseeing 10.14 70.68 13.82 94.64 
     Event fees 9.50 49.14 12.29 70.93 
     Sport fees  15.30 85.98 19.34 120.63 
     Cultural 0.52 2.79 0.83 4.15 
     Evening entertainment 1.74 7.49 2.25 11.48 
     Licenses 4.55 20.59 5.25 30.39 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.54 3.87 0.90 5.31 

Other 
 

$1.04 $4.37 $1.25 $6.67 

Lodging 
 

$41.68 $187.91 $41.35 $270.93 

Ground transportation 
 

$16.41 $105.22 $23.16 $144.78 

Total 2003 $207.10 $1,112.95 $251.87 $1,571.92 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
2003 Seasonal Analysis 

 
 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 

 
Share of seasonal expenditures 13% 71% 16% 
Share of days in year 33% 42% 25% 

Ratio 0.40 1.69 0.64 

 
 
 
 

Northern New York 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
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Northern New York State

Total Visitor Expenditures

Hotels/Motels
/Resorts
$834.33

53%

No Paid
Lodging
$230.91

15%

Cabins/ 
Cottages
$152.17

10%

Campgrounds
$354.51

22%
Visiting Friends/

Relatives $168.46
11%

Day Trippers
$62.45

4%

Total:  $1,571.92 Million
($1.57 Billion)

Northern New York State
Total Expenditures by type of purchase 

(in millions)

Total:  $1,571.92 Million
($1.57 Billion)

Recreat ion
$438.35

28%

Shopping
$329.51

21%

Food
$388.34

 25%

Lodging
$270.93

17%
Trans por tat ion

$144.78
9%

Sport  Fees  - $120.63

Liquor - $50.98

Event fees  - $70.93

Cultural Events  - $4.15
Sw eepstak es  - $5.31
His tor ic - $43.17
Licens es  - $30.39
Other  - $6.67

Evening 
Enter tainm ent - $11.48

Sights eeing - $94.64
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Northern New York State

October - December
 $251.87

16%

January - Apri l
 $207.10

13%

May - September
$1,112.95

71%

Total Expenditures by season 
(in millions)

Total: $1,571.92 Million
($1.57 Billion)
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Estimated Impact of 
Total Visitor Expenditures 

 
 

 Direct Impact Total Impact 
 
 

 
Employment (full-time job 
equivalents) 
 

4,266 5,405 

 
Resident Income (wages, 
salaries, and proprietary income) 
 

 
$82,881,000 

 
$112,904,000 

Government Revenues: 
 

  

     State government revenues 
 

$12,613,000 $20,041,000 

     Local government revenues $18,131,000 $25,507,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern New York State

Jobs Supported

Direct Impact 27,259 jobs
Indirect Impact 7,704 jobs

Total Impact  34,963 jobs

Resident Income Supported

Direct Impact $458,583,000
Indirect Impact $204,273,000

Total Impact  $662,856,000

Northern New York 
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Northern New York State

Local Government Revenue Generated

Direct Impact $71,875,000
Indirect Impact $43,015,000 

Total Impact $114,890,000

Direct Impact $106,304,000
Indirect Impact $43,628,000

Total Impact $149,932,000

State Government Revenue Generated

Northern New York State

Without Tourism Expenditures in 2003:

Unemployment would have increased to 23%

Local resident taxes would have increased $505 per 
household to maintain government services at 
current levels.
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����    Executive Summary   ����  
Adirondack Region 

 
For the purposes of the 2003 Economic Impact of Expenditures by Tourists on Northern New York 
State study, the counties included in the Adirondack Region are Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, 
Herkimer, Lewis and Warren.  The study results are expressed by Northern New York as a whole, 
by each region, and by county.  This summary covers the Adirondack regional results. 
 
����  Expenditures/Lodging 
 
There were an estimated 3.353 million overnight person visits to the seven counties of the 
Adirondack region in 2003.  A person visit is one person staying overnight in one place.  The total 
person visits number includes repeat visitors and visitors who might have stayed in more than one 
place.  Approximately 47% of the overnight visitors stayed in a hotel, motel or resort; 28% stayed in 
a campground; 16% were visiting friends or relatives; and 9% stayed in cabins or cottages.  Slightly 
more Adirondack visitors stayed in a hotel, motel or resort compared to the Northern New York 
State totals, and fewer stayed with friends or relatives (16% in the Adirondacks compared to 24% 
overall).   
 
The average daily room rate paid by Adirondack visitors staying in a hotel, motel or resort was 
$98.18, about $10 higher than the Northern New York average.  Average occupancy for Adirondack 
hotels, motels and resorts was 52%, although both occupancy and average daily rates vary with the 
season, as illustrated in the accompanying charts.  Adirondack party size for those staying in a hotel, 
motel or resort was 2.4 people, and average length of stay was 2.4 nights.  About 59% of the visitors 
were from New York State, 30% from other states and 8% from Canada.  Comparable data for 
Adirondack visitors staying in cabins/cottages and campgrounds can be found in the accompanying 
charts. 
 
Both overnight and day-only visitors spend a total of $1.21 billion in the Adirondack region in 
2003.  Overall, Adirondack visitors also spent the most on recreation (27%), followed by food 
(24%), shopping (21%), lodging (19%) and transportation (9%). 
 
Seasonally, Adirondack visitors also spent the most money (72% of the total) during the months of 
May through September, followed by 15% in October through December and 13% in January 
through April. 
 
����  Economic Impact 
 
The estimated economic impact of the visitor expenditures is measured in four ways: by the number 
of full-time equivalent jobs supported; the amount of wages, salaries and proprietary income 
generated; state government revenues generated; and local government revenues generated. 
 
In the Adirondack region, an estimated 26,247 jobs were supported by both direct and indirect 
tourist expenditures.  Wages and salaries earned by residents, as well as income earned by business 
owners due to tourist expenditures, were estimated to total almost $520 million in 2003.  Visitor 
expenditures throughout the Adirondacks are estimated to have generated over $83 million in state 
government revenues and almost $110 million in local government revenues.  Government revenues 
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include items such as sales taxes, occupancy taxes, licenses, fees, and income taxes on dollars 
earned by people whose work is supported by tourism. 
 
Without tourism expenditures in 2003, overall unemployment in the Adirondack region would have 
increased to 27% and local resident taxes would have increased an estimated $827 per household in 
order to maintain government services at current levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adirondack Region

Hotels/Motels/
Resorts

1.584 million
47%

Campgrounds
0.935 million

28%

Cabins/Cottages
0.296 million

9%

Friends and 
Relatives million

0.539
16%

Overnight Person Visits

*  Person Visits:  One person making one stay in one accommodation.

3.353 Million
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Hotels/Motels/Resorts Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

435 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

10,633 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$98.18 $87.35 $110.75 $79.64 

Average occupancy rate 
 

52% 41% 60% 43% 

Available roomnights (millions) 3,017,670 769,124 1,563,755 684,791 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

1,555,884 316,213 944,876 294,795 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 2.45 2.17 2.69 2.25 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

2.47 2.04 2.81 2.21 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    74%    67%    79%    72% 
Business 20 25 16 24 
Meetings 
 

6 9 5 5 

Guest Origin     
New York    59%    60%    58%    63% 
Out of State 41 40 42 37 
     U.S. 30 29 31 30 
     Canada 8 8 8 6 
     Other foreign 3 3 3 1 
     

 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Cabins/Cottages/Condominiums Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

294 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

2,715 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$122.98 $145.99 $119.00 $121.85 

Average occupancy rate 
 

53% 35% 61% 42% 

Available roomnights (millions) 578,206 93,640 381,111 103,455 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

306,945 33,055 230,742 43,148 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.64 3.45 3.81 3.19 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

4.00 2.58 4.68 2.52 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    98%    97%    99%    98% 
Business 1 3 1 2 
Meetings 
 

* * * * 

Guest Origin     
New York    62%    59%    63%    62% 
Out of State 37 41 37 37 
     U.S. 33 37 33 32 
     Canada 3 3 3 4 
     Other foreign 1 1 1 1 
     

 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Campgrounds Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

134 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

14,627 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$20.15 $21.53 $19.98 $21.14 

Average occupancy rate 
 

45% 13% 47% 42% 

Available roomnights (millions) 2,177,169 91,984 1,844,124 241,061 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

973,949 12,397 859,284 102,268 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.42 2.13 3.66 2.67 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

3.83 1.94 4.17 2.76 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    100%    100%    100%    100% 
Business -- -- -- -- 
Meetings 
 

-- -- -- -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    52%    58%    53%    43% 
Out of State 47 43 47 57 
     U.S. 36 25 36 46 
     Canada 10 18 10 9 
     Other foreign 1 -- 1 2 
     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 

By Category of Expenditure and 
Accommodation Used 

($ Millions) 
 
 

        * Paid Accommodations *           * No Lodging Expense * 
 Hotels/ 

Motels/ 
Resorts 

Cabins/ 
Cottages 

Camp-
grounds 

Visiting 
Friends/ 

Relatives 

 
Day 
Trip 

 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$167.85 $28.01 $63.30 $22.96 $13.26 $295.38 

Shopping $134.09 $26.89 $65.54 $13.65 $14.91 $255.07 
   General 48.41 11.43 16.47 4.88 7.97 89.16 
   Tourist 
 

85.68 15.45 49.08 8.77 6.93 165.91 

Recreation $162.24 $40.11 $82.47 $28.77 $17.95 $331.55 
     Liquor  21.27 4.66 5.91 4.86 0.85 37.55 
     Historic  13.30 4.34 10.74 2.93 1.15 32.47 
     Sightseeing 29.64 7.39 26.78 2.88 6.89 73.58 
     Event fees 29.44 2.68 11.82 6.13 1.96 52.02 
     Sport fees  43.82 16.92 21.33 6.33 5.02 93.41 
     Cultural 0.95 0.38 0.70 0.73 0.01 2.77 
     Evening entertainment 4.52 0.98 0.62 1.56 0.42 8.11 
     Licenses 15.73 1.25 2.97 2.08 0.85 22.88 
     Sweepstakes 
 

1.08 0.34 1.59 0.59 0.17 3.77 

Other 
 

$2.50 $1.17 -- $0.69 $0.63 $4.99 

Lodging 
 

$163.19 $39.42 $20.68 -- -- $223.28 

Ground transportation 
 

$47.80 $7.97 $37.96 $9.70 $4.53 $107.96 

Total 2003 $675.17 $142.40 $269.95 $75.07 $50.65 $1,213.24 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
 
Other lodging includes borrowed accommodations, boat slips, and other lodging. 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 
By Season 
($ Millions) 

 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 $38.40 $212.57 $44.40 $295.38 

Shopping $31.28 $186.84 $36.96 $255.07 
   General 11.75 64.26 13.16 89.16 
   Tourist 
 19.53 122.58 23.80 165.91 

Recreation $40.72 $241.05 $49.78 $331.55 
     Liquor  5.18 26.35 6.02 37.55 
     Historic  3.57 24.11 4.79 32.47 
     Sightseeing 7.69 55.73 10.17 73.58 
     Event fees 6.73 37.18 8.11 52.02 
     Sport fees  11.57 68.02 13.83 93.41 
     Cultural 0.33 1.95 0.49 2.77 
     Evening entertainment 1.20 5.51 1.40 8.11 
     Licenses 3.33 15.99 3.57 22.88 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.36 2.83 0.58 3.77 

Other 
 

$0.77 $3.39 $0.83 $4.99 

Lodging 
 

$33.37 $157.78 $32.13 $223.28 

Ground transportation 
 

$11.76 $80.36 $15.84 $107.96 

Total 2003 $155.53 $878.60 $179.11 $1,213.24 
 
 
 

 
 

2003 Seasonal Analysis 
 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
 

Share of seasonal expenditures 13% 72% 15% 

Share of days in year 33% 42% 25% 

Ratio 0.39 1.73 0.59 

 
 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
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Adirondack Region

Total Visitor Expenditures

Hotels/Motels
/Resorts
$675.17

56%

No Paid
Lodging
$125.72

10%

Cabins/ 
Cottages
$142.40

12%

Campgrounds
$269.95

22%
Visiting Friends/
Relatives $75.07

6%

Day Trippers
$50.65

4%

Total:  $1,213.24 Million
($1.21 Billion)

Adirondack Region
Total Expenditures by type of purchase 

(in millions)

Total:  $1,213.24 Million
($1.21 Billion)

Recreat ion
$331.55

27%

Shopping
$255.07

21%

Food
$295.38

 24%

Lodging
$223.28

19%
Trans por tat ion

$107.96
9%

Spor t Fees  - $93.41

Liquor - $37.55

Event fees  - $52.02

Cultural Events  - $2.77
Sw eepstak es  - $3.77
His tor ic - $32.47
Licens es  - $22.88
Other  - $4.99

Evening 
Enter tainm ent - $8.11

Sights eeing - $73.58
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Adirondack Region

October - December
 $179.11

15%

January - Apri l
 $155.53

13%

May - September
$878.60

72%

Total Expenditures by season 
(in millions)

Total: $1,213.24 Million
($1.21 Billion)
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Estimated Impact of 
Total Visitor Expenditures 

 
 

 Direct Impact 
 

Total Impact 
 

 
Employment (full-time job 
equivalents) 
 

20,171 26,247 

 
Resident Income (wages, 
salaries, and proprietary income) 
 

 
$355,745,000 

 
$519,958,000 

Government Revenues: 
   

     State government revenues 
 

$50,733,000 $83,785,000 

     Local government revenues $76,678,000 $109,923,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adirondack Counties 

Adirondack Region

Jobs Supported

Direct Impact 20,171 jobs
Indirect Impact 6,076 jobs

Total Impact  26,247 jobs

Resident Income Supported

Direct Impact $355,750,000
Indirect Impact $164,210,000

Total Impact  $519,960,000
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Adirondack Region

Local Government Revenue Generated

Direct Impact $50,733,000
Indirect Impact $33,050,000 

Total Impact $83,790,000

Direct Impact $76,678,000
Indirect Impact $33,250,000

Total Impact $109,920,000

State Government Revenue Generated

Adirondack Region

Without Tourism Expenditures in 2003:

Unemployment would have increased to 27%

Local resident taxes would have increased $827 per 
household to maintain government services at 
current levels.
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����    Executive Summary   ����  
Thousand Islands/Seaway Region 

 
For the purposes of the 2003 Economic Impact of Expenditures by Tourists on Northern New York 
State study, the counties included in the Thousand Islands/Seaway Region are Jefferson, Oswego 
and St. Lawrence.  The study results are expressed by Northern New York as a whole, by each 
region, and by county.  This summary covers the Thousand Islands/Seaway regional results. 
 
����  Expenditures/Lodging  
 
There were an estimated 1.64 million overnight person visits to the three counties of the Thousand 
Islands/Seaway region in 2003.  A person visit is one person staying overnight in one place.  The 
total person visits number includes repeat visitors and visitors who might have stayed in more than 
one place.  About 41% of the overnight visitors stayed with friends or relatives – significantly more 
than the total Northern New York percentage of 24%.  Approximately 34% of the visitors stayed in 
a hotel, motel or resort; 23% stayed in campgrounds; and 2% stayed in cabins and cottages.  
 
The average daily room rate paid by Thousand Islands visitors staying in a hotel, motel or resort 
was $65.18, about $25 less than the Northern New York overall average.  Average occupancy for 
Thousand Islands hotels, motels and resorts was 52%, but both the occupancy and average daily 
rates vary with the seasons, as illustrated in the accompanying charts.  The average Thousand 
Islands party size, at 1.9 people for those staying in a hotel, motel or resort, is slightly under the 
Northern New York average, as is the average stay of 2.2 days.  More Thousand Islands visitors 
(38% of the total) who stay in hotels, motels or resorts are from other states than the Northern New 
York average (32%).  About 53% of the visitors are from New York State with 7% from Canada.  
Comparable data for Thousand Islands visitors staying in cabins/cottages and campgrounds can be 
found in the accompanying charts.  
 
Both overnight and day-only visitors spent a total of $358 million in the Thousand Islands/Seaway 
region in 2003.  Overall, visitors again spent the most money (30%) on recreation; followed by food 
(25%); shopping (21%); lodging (13%); and transportation (10%).  
  
Significantly, those visiting friends and relatives in the Thousand Islands/Seaway region accounted 
for 26% of the total visitor spending.  In the Northern New York overall average totals, those 
visiting friends and relatives account for only 11% of the overall spending, while those visiting 
friends and relatives in the Adirondack region account for only 6% of the overall spending. 
 
Seasonally, Thousand Islands visitors also spent the most money (65% of the total) during the 
summer months, defined as May through September, followed by 20% during the fall months and 
15% during the winter months.  At 20% during the fall months, that spending total is higher than the 
Northern New York average (16%) and the Adirondack average (16%). 
 
����  Economic Impact 
 
The estimated economic impact of the visitor expenditures is measured in four ways: by the number 
of full-time equivalent jobs supported; the amount of wages, salaries and proprietary income 
generated; state government revenues generated; and local government revenues generated.  
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In the Thousand Islands/Seaway region, an estimated 8,716 jobs were supported by both direct and 
indirect tourist expenditures.  Wages and salaries earned by residents, as well as income earned by 
business owners due to tourist expenditures were estimated to total $142.9 million in 2003.  Visitor 
expenditures throughout the Thousand Islands/Seaway region are estimated to have generated over 
$31 million in state government revenues and over $40 million in local government revenues.  
Government revenues include items such as sales taxes, occupancy taxes, licenses, fees, and income 
taxes on dollars earned by people whose work is supported by tourism. 
 
Without tourism expenditures in 2003, overall unemployment in Thousand Islands/Seaway region 
would have increased to 17% and local resident taxes would have increased an estimated $247 per 
household in order to maintain government services at current levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway

Hotels/Motels/
Resorts

0.553 million
34%

Campgrounds
0.383 million

23%

Cabins/Cottages
0.037 million

2%

Friends and 
Relatives

0.671 million
41%

Overnight Person Visits

*  Person Visits:  One person making one stay in one accommodation.

1.643 Million
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Hotels/Motels/Resorts Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

169 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

3,871 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$65.18 $60.16 $70.21 $60.14 

Average occupancy rate 
 

52% 43% 57% 50% 

Available roomnights (millions) 1,116,791 302,030 541,850 272,911 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

576,284 131,118 308,314 136,852 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 1.99 1.78 2.15 1.92 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

2.22 1.88 2.39 2.31 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    62%    57%    65%    59% 
Business 34 40 30 33 
Meetings 
 

5 3 5 8 

Guest Origin     
New York    53%    58%    54%    46% 
Out of State 47 43 46 54 
     U.S. 38 33 36 49 
     Canada 7 8 8 4 
     Other foreign 2 2 2 1 
     

 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Cabins/Cottages/Condominiums Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

53 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

386 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$72.92 $51.07 $75.25 $78.16 

Average occupancy rate 
 

46% 23% 50% 41% 

Available roomnights (millions) 75,230 8,515 55,199 11,516 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

34,499 1,985 27,755 4,759 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.58 2.81 3.68 3.75 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

3.52 2.02 4.01 2.60 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    99%    94%    99%    100% 
Business 1 5 * * 
Meetings 
 

* * * -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    56%    73%    58%    37% 
Out of State 44 28 43 64 
     U.S. 43 26 41 63 
     Canada 1 2 1 1 
     Other foreign * -- 1 * 
     

 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Campgrounds Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

66 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

7,001 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$19.72 $20.20 $19.76 $19.21 

Average occupancy rate 
 

37% 18% 39% 30% 

Available roomnights (millions) 864,333 40,753 724,334 99,246 
Occupied roomnights (millions) 
 

320,014 7,332 282,701 29,981 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.06 2.00 3.15 3.21 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

2.78 1.02 2.96 2.83 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    100%    100%    100%    100% 
Business -- -- -- -- 
Meetings 
 

-- -- -- -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    58%    66%    61%    39% 
Out of State 42 34 40 62 
     U.S. 29 26 26 50 
     Canada 12 8 13 11 
     Other foreign 1 -- 1 1 
     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
* Less than .5% 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 
By Category of Expenditure and 

Accommodation Used 
($ Millions) 

 
 

          * Paid Accommodations *         * No Lodging Expense * 
 Hotels/ 

Motels/ 
Resorts 

Cabins/ 
Cottages 

Camp-
grounds 

Visiting 
Friends/ 

Relatives 

 
Day 
Trip 

 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$39.57 $1.92 $19.83 $28.56 $3.09 $92.97 

Shopping $31.61 $1.84 $20.53 $16.98 $3.47 $74.44 
   General 11.41 0.78 5.16 6.07 1.86 25.28 
   Tourist 
 

20.20 1.06 15.37 10.91 1.62 49.15 

Recreation $38.24 $2.75 $25.83 $35.79 $4.18 $106.80 
     Liquor  5.01 0.32 1.85 6.05 0.20 13.43 
     Historic  3.14 0.30 3.37 3.64 0.27 10.71 
     Sightseeing 6.99 0.51 8.39 3.58 1.61 21.07 
     Event fees 6.94 0.18 3.70 7.62 0.46 18.90 
     Sport fees  10.33 1.16 6.68 7.87 1.17 27.21 
     Cultural 0.22 0.03 0.22 0.91 -- 1.38 
     Evening entertainment 1.07 0.07 0.19 1.94 0.10 3.37 
     Licenses 3.71 0.09 0.93 2.59 0.20 7.51 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.25 0.02 0.50 0.73 0.04 1.54 

Other 
 

$0.59 $0.08 -- $0.86 $0.15 $1.68 

Lodging 
 

$38.47 $2.70 $6.48 -- -- $47.65 

Ground transportation 
 

$11.27 $0.55 $11.89 $12.07 $1.06 $36.83 

Total 2003 $159.15 $9.76 $84.56 $93.39 $11.81 $358.68 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
 
Other lodging includes borrowed accommodations, boat slips, and other lodging. 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 
By Season 
($ Millions) 

 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$13.60 $59.85 $19.51 $92.97 

Shopping $10.24 $49.69 $14.50 $74.44 
   General 3.73 16.42 5.13 25.28 
   Tourist 
 

6.52 33.27 9.37 49.15 

Recreation $14.76 $69.82 $22.22 $106.80 
     Liquor  2.05 8.27 3.11 13.43 
     Historic  1.34 7.23 2.14 10.71 
     Sightseeing 2.45 14.96 3.66 21.07 
     Event fees 2.77 11.96 4.18 18.90 
     Sport fees  3.73 17.97 5.51 27.21 
     Cultural 0.19 0.85 0.34 1.38 
     Evening entertainment 0.54 1.98 0.85 3.37 
     Licenses 1.22 4.60 1.69 7.51 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.18 1.04 0.33 1.54 

Other 
 

$0.28 $0.98 $0.42 $1.68 

Lodging 
 

$8.31 $30.13 $9.21 $47.65 

Ground transportation 
 

$4.65 $24.87 $7.31 $36.83 

Total 2003 $51.56 $234.35 $72.76 $358.68 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
   2003 Seasonal Analysis 

 
 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 

 
Share of seasonal expenditures 14% 65% 20% 

Share of days in year 33% 42% 25% 

Ratio 0.44 1.56 0.80 

 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
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Thousand Islands Seaway

Total Visitor Expenditures

Hotels/Motels
/Resorts
$159.15

44%

No Paid
Lodging
$105.19

29%

Cabins/ 
Cottages

$9.76
3%

Campgrounds
$84.56
24%

Visiting Friends/
Relatives $93.39

26%

Day Trippers
$11.80

3%

Total:  $358.68 Million

Thousand Islands Seaway
Total Expenditures by type of purchase 

(in millions)

Total:  $358.68 Million

Recreat ion
$106.80

30%

Shopping
$74.44
21%

Food
$92.97
 26%

Lodging
$47.65
13%

Trans por tat ion
$36.83
10%

Spor t Fees  - $27.21

Liquor - $13.43

Event fees  - $18.90

Cultural Events  - $1.38
Sw eepstak es  - $1.54
His tor ic - $10.71
Licens es  - $7.51
Other  - $1.68

Evening 
Enter tainm ent - $3.37

Sights eeing - $21.07
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Thousand Islands Seaway

October - December
 $72.76

20%

January - Apr i l
 $51.56

15%

May - September
$234.35

65%

Total Expenditures by season 
(in millions)

Total: $358.68 Million
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                    Estimated Impact of 

                   Total Visitor Expenditures 
 
 

 Direct Impact Total Impact 
 
 

 
Employment (full-time job 
equivalents) 
 

7,088 8,716 

 
Resident Income (wages, 
salaries, and proprietary income) 
 

 
$102,840,000 

 
$142,900,000 

Government Revenues: 
 

  

     State government revenues 
 

$21,142,000 $31,110,000 

     Local government revenues $29,626,000 $40,010,000 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway

Jobs Supported

Direct Impact 7,088 jobs
Indirect Impact 1,628 jobs

Total Impact  8,716 jobs

Resident Income Supported

Direct Impact $102,840,000
Indirect Impact $40,060,000

Total Impact  $142,900,000

 
 
 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway 



 
              Northern New York Travel and Tourism Research Center  
                

37 

 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway

Local Government Revenue Generated

Direct Impact $21,142,000
Indirect Impact $9,960,000 

Total Impact $31,110,000

Direct Impact $29,626,000
Indirect Impact $10,380,000

Total Impact $40,010,000

State Government Revenue Generated

 
 

Thousand Islands Seaway

Without Tourism Expenditures in 2003:

Unemployment would have increased to 17%

Local resident taxes would have increased $247 per 
household to maintain government services at 
current levels.
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����    Executive Summary   ����  
Franklin County 

 
����  Expenditures/Lodging 
 
In 2003 Franklin County had an estimated 305,604 overnight person visits.  A person visit is one 
person staying one or more nights in one place.  The total person visits number includes repeat 
visitors and visitors who might have stayed in more than one place.  Approximately 39% of the 
overnight Franklin County visitors stayed in a campground, 31% stayed with friends or relatives, 
24% stayed in a hotel, motel or resort, and 6% stayed in a cabin, cottage or condominium.  Seasonal 
variations are experienced in the occupancy and average daily rate data across all types of 
accommodations, as illustrated in the accompanying charts.  For the purposes of this summary, 
“2003 Total”  averages were used for all accommodation categories.   
 
Visitors who stayed in a campground in Franklin County – a much higher percentage than in many 
other counties - paid an average daily rate of $15.09 (about $5 lower than in Northern New York as 
a whole) and the campgrounds had an average total occupancy rate of 43%.  Franklin County 
campgrounds had an average of 3.3 people per party, and the average length of stay was 3.3 nights.  
Far more visitors to Franklin County’s campgrounds –a total of 84% - are from New York State, 
than compared to the average for Northern New York.    
 
Visitors who stayed in a hotel, motel or resort paid an average daily room rate of $84.28, just under 
the Northern New York average.  Franklin County hotels, motels and resorts had an average total 
occupancy rate of 46%, which is below the average occupancy rate for Northern New York.  The 
average party size for those staying in a hotel, motel or resort was 2 people, and average length of 
stay was 2.3 nights.  While the majority of trips were for pleasure, Franklin County hotels, motels, 
and resorts saw a higher percentage of business travelers (27%) than the Northern New York 
average (24%). A significant difference between Franklin County and Northern New York as a 
whole is that a much lower percentage - 49% - of the total number of visitors staying in a hotel, 
motel or resort are from New York State, as opposed to the 58% Northern New York average.  Far 
more visitors staying in a hotel, motel or resort in Franklin County are from Canada (17%) 
compared to 8% for Northern New York. 
 
Those who stayed in a cabin, cottage or condominium in Franklin County paid an average daily rate 
of $150 – about $35 more than the Northern New York average.  The occupancy rate, at 53%, was 
just above the Northern New York average, as was the 4.1-night average stay.  Average party size 
was 3.4 people.  About 61% of the visitors staying in this type of accommodation were from New 
York State, a figure that is comparable to the Northern New York average. 
 
Total visitor expenditures in Franklin County were over $82 million in 2003.  Visitor expenditures 
vary by the type of accommodation they stay in and the season in which they visit.  These 
differences are shown in the accompanying charts.  However, of the total visitor expenditures 
(which includes spending by visitors staying in all categories of accommodations), Franklin County 
visitors spent the most - $23.4 million – on recreation.  This accounts for 29% of all expenditures 
which is slightly above the Northern New York average for recreation spending (28%). 
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Franklin County visitors spent $20.5 million on food, which accounts for 25% of all expenditures.  
This matches the Northern New York average spent on food.  Visitors to the county spent an 
additional $17.6 million on shopping, which accounts for 21% of all their spending, which is the 
same as the Northern New York average.  Over $12 million (15%) was spent on lodging in Franklin 
County, which is slightly less than the Northern New York average (17%).  Transportation 
accounted for another $8.4 million spent in Franklin County.  
 
����  Economic Impact 
 
The estimated economic impact of the visitor expenditures is measured in four ways: by the number 
of full-time equivalent jobs supported; the amount of wages, salaries and proprietary income 
generated; state government revenues generated; and local government revenues generated.  
 
In Franklin County, an estimated 1,970 jobs were supported by both direct and indirect tourist 
expenditures.  Wages and salaries earned by residents, as well as income earned by business owners 
due to tourist expenditures, were estimated to total over $34 million in 2003.  Visitor expenditures 
throughout Franklin County are estimated to have generated $7.6 million in state government 
revenues and $10.5 million in local government revenues.  Government revenues include items such 
as sales taxes, occupancy taxes, licenses, fees, and income taxes on dollars earned by people whose 
work is supported by tourism. 
 
Without tourism expenditures in 2003, unemployment in Franklin County would have increased to 
18% and local resident taxes would have increased an estimated $428 per household in order to 
maintain government services at current levels. 
 

Franklin County

Hotels/Motels/
Resorts
72,442

24%

Campgrounds
120,483

39%

Cabins/ 
Cottages

17,285
6%

Friends and 
Relatives

95,394
31%

Overnight Person Visits

*  Person Visits:  One person making one stay in one accommodation.

305,604
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Hotels/Motels/Resorts Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

35 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

510 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$84.28 $77.70 $91.40 $79.80 

Average occupancy rate 
 

46% 34% 57% 42% 

Available roomnights (thousands) 168,069 51,741 73,729 42,599 
Occupied roomnights (thousands) 
 

77,360 17,488 42,069 17,803 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 2.00 1.80 2.14 2.00 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

2.30 1.87 2.64 2.25 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    72%    66%    76%    74% 
Business 27 34 23 26 
Meetings 
 

* * * -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    49%    52%    45%    52% 
Out of State 52 48 55 48 
     U.S. 32 22 32 44 
     Canada 17 22 20 4 
     Other foreign 3 4 3 * 
     

 

      Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
      * Less than .5% 
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Cabins/Cottages/Condominiums Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

37 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

174 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$149.98 $180.36 $143.54 $148.56 

Average occupancy rate 
 

53% 29% 60% 46% 

Available roomnights (thousands) 36,903 5,460 23,760 7,683 
Occupied roomnights (thousands) 
 

19,483 1,606 14,321 3,556 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.44 3.84 3.46 3.03 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

4.10 3.70 4.43 3.24 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    95%    99%    95%    87% 
Business 3 * 1 13 
Meetings 
 

2 * 3 -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    61%    60%    58%    69% 
Out of State 40 41 42 31 
     U.S. 34 36 35 29 
     Canada 4 3 5 2 
     Other foreign 2 2 2 -- 
     

 

      Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
      * Less than .5% 
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Campgrounds Lodging 
 
 

 2003 
Total 

 
Jan - Apr 

 
May - Sep 

 
Oct - Dec 

     
Total properties 
 

16 -- -- -- 

Total rooms 
 

2,024 -- -- -- 

Average daily rate 
 

$15.09 $14.09 $15.08 $15.44 

Average occupancy rate 
 

43% 31% 44% 38% 

Available roomnights (thousands) 283,335 6,045 244,495 32,795 
Occupied roomnights (thousands) 
 

121,437 1,850 107,114 12,473 

Management’s Estimate:     
Average guest party size (#people) 3.33 -- 3.33 2.00 
Average length of stay (#nights) 
 

3.35 -- 3.36 1.00 

Purpose of Trip     
Pleasure    100% --    100%    100% 
Business -- -- -- -- 
Meetings 
 

-- -- -- -- 

Guest Origin     
New York    84% --    85%    20% 
Out of State 17  16 80 
     U.S. 9 -- 8 50 
     Canada 7 -- 7 30 
     Other foreign 1 -- 1 -- 
     

 

      Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
      * Less than .5% 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 

By Category of Expenditure and 
Accommodation Used 

($ Millions) 
 
 

         * Paid Accommodations *         * No Lodging Expense * 
 Hotels/ 

Motels/ 
Resorts 

Cabins/ 
Cottages 

Camp-
grounds 

Visiting 
Friends/ 

Relatives 

 
Day 
Trip 

 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$7.40 $2.00 $6.24 $4.06 $0.81 $20.51 

Shopping $5.91 $1.92 $6.46 $2.41 $0.91 $17.62 
   General 2.13 0.82 1.62 0.86 0.49 5.92 
   Tourist 
 

3.78 1.10 4.84 1.55 0.42 11.69 

Recreation $7.15 $2.86 $8.13 $5.09 $1.10 $24.33 
     Liquor  0.94 0.33 0.58 0.86 0.05 2.76 
     Historic  0.59 0.31 1.06 0.52 0.07 2.54 
     Sightseeing 1.31 0.53 2.64 0.51 0.42 5.40 
     Event fees 1.30 0.19 1.17 1.08 0.12 3.86 
     Sport fees  1.93 1.21 2.10 1.12 0.31 6.67 
     Cultural 0.04 0.03 0.07 0.13 -- 0.27 
     Evening entertainment 0.20 0.07 0.06 0.28 0.03 0.63 
     Licenses 0.69 0.09 0.29 0.37 0.05 1.50 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.05 0.02 0.16 0.10 0.01 0.34 

Other 
 

$0.11 $0.08 -- $0.12 $0.04 $0.35 

Lodging 
 

$7.19 $2.81 $2.04 -- -- $12.04 

Ground transportation 
 

$2.11 $0.57 $3.74 $1.72 $0.28 $8.41 

Total 2003 $29.75 $10.16 $26.61 $13.28 $3.10 $82.91 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franklin 

Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
 
Other lodging includes borrowed accommodations, boat slips, and other lodging. 
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Total Visitor Expenditures 
By Season 
($ Millions) 

 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
2003 
Total 

Food 
 

$2.36 $14.18 $3.97 $20.51 

Shopping $1.83 $12.59 $3.19 $17.62 
   General 0.68 4.12 1.12 5.92 
   Tourist 
 

1.16 8.47 2.07 11.69 

Recreation $2.60 $17.09 $4.63 $24.33 
     Liquor  0.35 1.83 0.59 2.76 
     Historic  0.24 1.84 0.46 2.54 
     Sightseeing 0.45 4.07 0.89 5.40 
     Event fees 0.45 2.62 0.78 3.86 
     Sport fees  0.71 4.71 1.25 6.67 
     Cultural 0.03 0.18 0.06 0.27 
     Evening entertainment 0.09 0.39 0.15 0.63 
     Licenses 0.20 0.98 0.31 1.50 
     Sweepstakes 
 

0.03 0.25 0.06 0.34 

Other 
 

$0.05 $0.22 $0.08 $0.35 

Lodging 
 

$1.63 $8.13 $2.28 $12.04 

Ground transportation 
 

$0.79 $6.10 $1.52 $8.41 

Total 2003 $9.22 $58.10 $15.59 $82.91 
 

             Note:  Columns of figures may not add to totals shown due to rounding. 
 
 
 
 
 

2003 Seasonal Analysis 
 

 Jan – Apr May – Sep Oct – Dec 
 

Share of seasonal expenditures 11% 70% 19% 

Share of days in year 33% 42% 25% 

Ratio 0.34 1.67 0.75 
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Franklin County

Total Visitor Expenditures

Hotels/Motels/
Resorts
$29.75
36%

No Paid
Lodging
$16.38
20%

Campgrounds
$26.61
32%

Cabins/ 
Cottages

$10.16
12%

Visiting Friends/
Relatives $13.28

16%

Day Trippers
$3.10
4%

Total:  $82.90 Million

 
 

Franklin County
Total Expenditures by type of purchase 

(in millions)

Total:  $82.90 Million

Recreat ion
$24.33
29%

Shopping
$17.62
21%

Food
$20.51
 25%

Lodging
$12.04
15%

Transpor tation
$8.41
10%

Sport  Fees - $6.67

Liquor  - $2.76

Event fees - $3.86

Cultural Events  - $0.27
Sw eeps tak es  - $0.34
His tor ic - $2.54
Licens es  - $1.50
Other - $0.35

Evening 
Enter tainm ent - $0.63

Sights eeing - $5.40
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Franklin County

October - December
 $15.59

19%

January - Apri l
 $9.22
11%

May - September
$58.10
70%

Total Expenditures by season 
(in millions)

Total: $82.90 Million
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Estimated Impact of 
Total Visitor Expenditures 

 
 

 Direct Impact Total Impact 
 
 

Employment (full-time job 
equivalents) 
 
 

82,906 1,970 

Resident Income (wages, 
salaries, and proprietary income) 
 
 

 
$24,798,000 

 
$34,371,000 

Government Revenues: 
 

  

     State government revenues 
 

$5,230,000 $7,677,000 

     Local government revenues $8,014,000 $10,556,000 
 
 
 

Franklin County

Jobs Supported

Direct Impact 1,570 jobs
Indirect Impact 400 jobs

Total Impact  1,970 jobs

Resident Income Supported

Direct Impact $24,798,000
Indirect Impact $9,573,000

Total Impact  $34,371,000
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Franklin County

Local Government Revenue Generated

Direct Impact $5,230,000
Indirect Impact $2,447,000 

Total Impact $7,677,000

Direct Impact $8,014,000
Indirect Impact $2,542,000

Total Impact $10,556,000

State Government Revenue Generated

 
 

Franklin County

Without Tourism Expenditures in 2003:

Unemployment would have increased to 18%

Local resident taxes would have increased $428 per 
household to maintain government services at 
current levels.

 
 


